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Amended 5/28/13


Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Mayor and amended by the Rules Committee:
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ORDINANCE 2013-309-E
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING INTERIM LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE AMENDMENTS TO THE FLORIDA BUILDING CODE UNTIL JANUARY 31, 2014, UNLESS SUBSEQUENT EXTENSION IS MADE; PROVIDING FOR APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR SUNSET PROVISIONS; REQUESTING ONE CYCLE EMERGENCY PASSAGE; Providing an EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Florida has, in Chapter 166, Florida Statutes, conferred upon local governments the authority to adopt regulations designed to promote the public health, safety, and general welfare of its citizenry; and  
WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville participates in the National Flood Insurance Program, adopted floodplain management regulations on May 14, 2013, and has been advised by the Florida Division of Emergency Management that local administrative code amendments of the Florida Building Code are necessary to coordinate the floodplain management regulations with the Florida Building Code until the State adopts amendments to the Florida Building Code; and

WHEREAS, section 553.73(5), Florida Statutes, allows adoption of local administrative amendments to the Florida Building Code to implement the National Flood Insurance Program; and


WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Jacksonville previously adopted a requirement to increase the minimum elevation requirement for buildings and structures in flood hazard areas, a requirement to accumulate costs of improvement and repairs of buildings based on issued building permits, a requirement to treat buildings that sustain repetitive flood damage over a 10-year period as substantially damaged, and, pursuant to section 553.73(5), Florida Statutes, is formatting those requirements to coordinate with the Florida Building Code; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1. Adoption of Interim Local Administrative Amendments.  The Interim Local Administrative Amendments to the Florida Building Code attached hereto as Exhibit 1 are hereby adopted to take effect until January 31, 2014, or that time that the State of Florida adopts changes to the Florida Building Code to implement the National Flood Insurance Program.   
Section 2.  
Applicability. For the purposes of jurisdictional applicability, this ordinance shall apply to all applications for building permits in flood hazard areas submitted on or after the Effective Date.
Section 3.

Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is, for any reason, declared by the courts to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part so declared.
Section 4.

Sunset.  Section 1 of this ordinance, providing for interim adoption of local amendments to the Florida Building Code, shall sunset, be repealed, and be of no further effect upon adoption by the State of Florida of a revised Florida Building Code, on or before January 31, 2014, unless extended in subsequent legislation. 
Section 5.

Rule 4.901 Requesting One Cycle Emergency Passage.  A One cycle emergency passage is requested due to the June 3, 2013 deadline imposed by the NFIP and the FDEM to avoid loss or cancellation of flood insurance protection to Jacksonville residents.
Section 6.
 
Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation prepared by: Cherry A. Shaw
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Exhibit “A”

Interim Local Amendments to Florida Building Code

Add a new Sec, 107.6.1 as follows:

107.6.1 Building permits issued on_the basis of an affidavit. Pursuant to the requirements

of federal regulation for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program (44 C.F.R.

Sections 59 and 60), the authority granted to the Building Official to issue permits, to rely on

inspections, and to accept plans and construction documents on the basis of affidavits and

plans submitted pursuant to Section 105.14 and Section 107.6, shall not extend to the flood

load and flood resistance construction requirements of the F, lorida Buildine Code.

Add a new Sec. 117 as follows:

117 VARIANCES IN FLOOD HAZARD AREAS

117.1 Flood hazard areas. Pursuant to section 553.73(5). F.S., the variance procedures

adopted in the local floodplain management ordinance shall apply to requests submitted to

the Building Official for variances to the provisions of Section 1612.4 of the Florida

Building Code, Building or, as applicable. the provisions of R322 of the Florida Building

Code, Residential. This section shall not apply to Section 3109 of the Florida Buildineg Code,

Building.

Florida Building Code, Residential.
Modify Sec. R322.2.1 as follows:
R322.2.1 Elevation requirements.
1. Buildings and structures in flood hazard areas not designated as Coastal A Zones

shall have the lowest floors elevated to or above the base flood elevation plus 1 foot

or the design flood elevation, whichever is higher.
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2. Buildings and structures in flood hazard areas designated as Coastal A Zones shall

have the lowest floors elevated to or above the base flood elevation plus 1 foot (305
mm), or to the design flood elevation, whichever is higher.

In areas of shallow flooding (AO Zones), buildings and structures shall have the
lowest floor (including basement) elevated at least as high above the highest adjacent
grade as the depth number specified in feet on the FIRM plus 1 foot, or at least 4 feet
Zfeet-{616-mmy) if a depth number is not specified.

Basement floors that are below grade on all sides shall be elevated to or above th

base flood elevation plus 1 foot or the design flood elevation, whichever is higher.

Exception: Enclosed areas below the design flood elevation, including basements whose

floors are not below grade on all sides, shall meet the requirements of Section R322.2.2.

Modify Sec. R322.3.2 as follows:

R322.3.2 Elevation requirements.

1.

All buildings and structures erected within coastal high-hazard areas shall be
elevated so that the lowest portion of all structural members supporting the lowest
floor, with the exception of mat or raft foundations, piling, pile caps, columns, grade

beams and bracing, is:

1.1 Located at or above the base flood elevation plus 1 foot or the design flood

elevation, whichever is higher, if the lowest horizontal structural member is
oriented parallel to the direction of wave approach, where parallel shall
mean less than or equal to 20 degrees (0.35 rad) from the direction of
approach, or

1.2 Located at the base flood elevation plus 1 foot (305 mm), or the design
flood elevation, whichever is higher, if the lowest horizontal structural
member is oriented perpendicular to the direction of wave approach, where
perpendicular shall mean greater than 20 degrees (0.35 rad) from the

direction of approach.
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2. Basement floors that are below grade on all sides are prohibited.

3. The use of fill for structural support is prohibited.

4. Minor grading, and the placement of minor quantities of fill, shall be permitted for
landscaping and for drainage purposes under and around buildings and for support

of parking slabs, pool decks, patios and walkways.
Exception: Walls and partitions enclosing areas below the design flood elevation shall

meet the requirements of Sections R322.3.4 and R322.3.5.

Florida Building Code, Building,

Modify definitions in Section 1612.2 as follows:

SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE. Damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the
cost of restoring the structure to its before-damaged condition would equal or exceed 50
percent of the market value of the structure before the damage occurred. The term also

includes flood-related damage sustained by a structure on two separate occasions during a

10-year period for which the cost of repairs at the time of each such flood event, on average,

equals or exceeds 25 percent of the market value of the structure before the damage occurred.

SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT. Any combination of repair, reconstruction,
rehabilitation, addition or improvement of a building or structure taking place during a ten—
year period, the cumulative cost of which equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of

the structure before the improvement or repair is started. For each building or structure. the —

year period begins on the date of the first improvement or repair of that building or structure .

If the structure has sustained substantial damage, any repairs are considered substantial

improvement regardless of the actual repair work performed. The term does not, however,

include either:
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1. Any project for improvement of a building required to correct existing health,
sanitary or safety code violations identified by the building official and that are the
minimum necessary to assure safe living conditions.

2. Any alteration of a historic structure provided that the alteration will not preclude the

structure’s continued designation as a historic structure.

Florida Building Code, Existing Building.

Modify definitions in Section 202 as follows:

SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE. Damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the
cost of restoring the structure to its before-damaged condition would equal or exceed 50
percent of the market value of the structure before the damage occurred. The term also

includes flood-related damage sustained by a structure on two separate occasions during a

10-year period for which the cost of repairs at the time of each such flood event, on average,

equals or exceeds 25 percent of the market value of the structure before the damage occurred,

SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT. Any combination of repair, reconstruction,
rehabilitation, addition or improvement of a building or structure taking place during a ten—
year period, the cumulative cost of which equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of

the structure before the improvement or repair is started. For each building or structure, the —

year period begins on the date of the first improvement or repair of that building or structure .

If the structure has sustained substantial damage, any repairs are considered substantial
improvement regardless of the actual repair work performed. The term does not, however,

include either;

1. Any project for improvement of a building required to correct existing health,
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sanitary or safety code violations identified by the building official and that are the
minimum necessary to assure safe living conditions.
2. Any alteration of a historic structure provided that the alteration will not preclude the

structure’s continued designation as a historic structure.
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